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A LOOK BACK AT 2013
What a year!  We still can’t believe 2013 has come to an end and 
we’re looking toward 2014 projects.  We certainly kept busy in 
2013 working inside and outside of the watershed! 

The impacts from the Waldo Canyon Fire kept us on our toes 
all year.  We’ve seen time and time again that floods follow 
wildfire, so our main focus was to keep people safe and 
infrastructure intact when inevitable flooding struck the 
communities around the burn scar.  We continued with work 
we started in 2012 after the Waldo Canyon Fire blazed through 
public and private lands west of Colorado Springs.  Guided by 
a detailed assessment of where post-fire impacts would be 
most destructive, we worked with partners ranging from 
federal agencies to individual landowners to prepare 
communities for flooding.  The high potential for extremely 
destructive flooding meant partners were working on a variety 
of projects throughout the year - community outreach, erosion 
control structures, reseeding, creek cleanup, evacuation 
planning, and sandbag walls to name a few.  This proactive 
work to mitigate flooding made a tremendous difference when 
summer downpours hit the burn scar and caused intense 
flooding in communities below.  In late 2013, we came out with 
an interactive map showing the work partners are doing 
throughout the area - take a look at waldofire.org/map/              

While the life-threatening post-fire impacts in and around the 
Waldo Canyon burn scar were the most immediate concern this 
year, we still found time to do some exciting work in the Upper 
South Platte Watershed.  

So much of the work we do could not happen without our 
dedicated volunteers.  Over 6,000 people came out to lend a 
hand in 2013, providing over $750,000 in in-kind match we 
were able to leverage for federal and state grants.  This was by 
far the most volunteers we have ever hosted in a year, and we 
are very thankful for each and every one!  Volunteers of all 
ages worked on projects doing rehab in the Waldo Canyon, 
Springer, and Hayman burn scars; fuels mitigation; river 
restoration; and improving water quality.  We also hosted 
several AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps 
(NCCC) teams and continued our partnerships with the Mile 

High Youth Corps and Rocky Mountain Field Institute.  
Having these groups to help our crew with much-needed rehab 
and forest health work was invaluable.     

While CUSP is expert at reacting quickly, nimbly, and 
effectively to crises, we also understand the enormous value of 
proactive forest health work.  In 2013, we continued operating 
slash sites in Fairplay and Divide, with more people than ever 
stopping by to drop off slash from projects on their land.  We 
also continued working in communities throughout the 
watershed to reduce fuels and mitigate wildfire risk.  As one of 
eight network hubs established nationwide in 2013 through the 
Fire Adapted Communities Learning Network Pilot Project, 
CUSP is working with stakeholders in vulnerable communities 
to coordinate wildfire mitigation efforts and share knowledge.  

2013 was a great year for sustainability here in the watershed.  
The Cripple Creek/Victor School Board approved its first 
Sustainability Policy and initiated an Environmentally 
Preferred Purchasing Policy.  The Peak Alliance for a 
Sustainable Future, with which CUSP has a seat on the 
Advisory Board, is also making progress to implement their 
plan for a more sustainable Pikes Peak region.  

We also worked on some great water quality projects.  We 
sampled in 11-Mile Canyon to better understand the sources of 
algae blooms in this stretch of the South Platte River.  We also 
did some collaborative planning for water quality monitoring 
in Fairplay, Alma, and near abandoned mines throughout the 
South Park area.  

We certainly could not have accomplished all we did in 2013 
without the generous support of all our donors, supporters, 
volunteers, and friends.  Thank you and we wish you a 
wonderful 2014!   
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2         How important it is for us to recognize and celebrate our heroes and she-roes! - Maya Angelou	

   Nancy Wilson is a true watershed hero!  As the Mile High Youth 
Corps Regional Director for the southern Front Range, Nancy 
helps youth gain job skills and a deeper understanding of their 
environment through meaningful service opportunities.  Nancy’s 
passion for making a difference in the environment and helping 
youth define their career goals shines through in everything she 
does.   
   We have been fortunate to work with Nancy and the youth she 
leads for over three years now.  The Mile High Youth Corps has 
partnered with us on many critical programs, and our work 
together has really ramped up in the wake of the Waldo Canyon 
Fire.  Our crews work together to mitigate fire risk, protect 
communities from post-fire flood impacts, and otherwise make 
our little corner of the earth a healthier place.  We always enjoy working with Nancy and the youth she recruits.  Their efforts 
make a huge difference for communities in the watershed and to those recovering from the Waldo Canyon Fire.       

   Nancy’s dedication to the youth she works with and the environment she loves has helped 
make the Mile High Youth Corps an outstanding program.  Not one to toot her own horn, her 
commitment to collaboration and environmental stewardship makes a tremendous impact in 
the places she works and those she works with.  She certainly will have a lasting legacy 
through the partnerships she builds and the youth she inspires.     
   After four and a half years with the Mile High Youth Corps, and over 20 working in 
nonprofit and youth development, Nancy plans to retire this coming summer.  Along with a 
little rest and relaxation, Nancy plans to continue giving back to her community through 
volunteer work.  We wish her all the best in retirement and hope to see her often in the 
watershed!  

   WATERSHED HERO
NANCY WILSON

Use the Sun Open the shades during the day to let the sun shine in and warm your home.  The sun’s radiant heat can have 
a noticeable effect on the temperature in your home, especially in sunny Colorado.  Make sure to close shades and drapes at 
night to keep the heat from escaping. 

Seal Leaks Weather-stripping or caulking leaky areas around windows and doors helps keep the cold out.  Removable 
caulking or plastic film kits can cut your window heat loss by 50%, and are a great option for windows you only open during 
the warmer months.  

Insulate Increasing the insulation in your attic, walls, and basement helps you use less energy to keep your home warm.  
Wrapping your water pipes will also reduce heat loss and helps prevent pipes from freezing.     

Increase Humidity Boosting the humidity level in your home can help you feel warmer, especially in our dry climate.  
Use a humidifier, fill your house with plants, or keep a kettle filled with water on your wood stove.  

Control Heating Use a programmable thermostat to lower the temperature of your home when you’re sleeping or away 
working to reduce the energy bill.  Proper settings can save over $180 per year in the average home.    

Efficient Fireplace Use Fireplaces can make your home feel cozy, but many older natural fireplaces are inefficient and 
can draw more heat out of the house than they produce.  Close the flue when you’re not using the fireplace to eliminate 
drafts; an open flue can let as much heat escape as 4 square foot window.  Also consider caulking around the fireplace hearth.      

WINTER ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

“It’s gratifying to see 
young people gain a 

hands-on understanding 
of the environment” 

- Nancy Wilson



For it is in giving that we receive - St. Francis of Assisi          3

USDA Forest Service
City of Colorado Springs
Colorado Water Conservation Board
Colorado State Forest Service
El Paso County
Colorado Department of Transportation
Denver Foundation
Colorado Springs Utilities
The Nature Conservancy 
FedEx Corporation 
Colorado Dept. of Public Health & Environment
Green Mountain Falls
Hillsdale Fund, Inc
Cascade Volunteer Fire Department
Denver Water
Park County Land & Water Trust Fund
Douglas County Government
Carol Ekarius & Ken Woodard
South Platte Enhancement Board
Teller County
JH Edmondson Foundation
City of Aurora
Xcel Energy Foundation
Koscove Metals
Bureau of Land Management
Center of Colorado Water Conservancy District
Jefferson County
Leighty Foundation
Kayle Higinbotham
Colorado Bar Association
T Rowe Price Foundation Inc
Park County BOCC
Centennial Water & Sanitation District
Ute Lakes Fishing Club
Boy Scouts of America
United Methodist Church Missouri Conference
City of Manitou Springs
Perry Park East HOA
Lexis Nexis
South Park National Heritage Area
Kim Wetzel
The Catamount Center
West Range Reclamation, LLC
Hewlett Packard
Trout Unlimited Cutthroat Chapter

The Dusty & Kathy Loo Fund
Doane College
Aria Foundation
Ridgewood POA
Fin-Up Habitat Consultants
Sage Port Homeowners
Woodrock HOA
Mike Meadors & Karen Dudnikov
Bristol Brewing Company
Upper South Platte Water 
   Conservancy District
Barbara Ekarius
Leon & Mary Krain
Crystal Peak Design LTD
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Stacey Cochran
Celctic Smoke
Emma Hutchens
Girl Scouts of America
Teller Park Conservation District
Marie Chisholm
Jonathan Bruno
Bob & Lora Olmstead
Swayback Ranch Fishing Club
Caleb & Sydney Gates
City of Woodland Park
Rising Sun 4WD Club of Colorado
Nosh
Marianne Ahl
Barbara Kingsolver
Town of Fairplay
Robert & Niente Smith
Lou & Neil Fletcher
Kuma Deboo & Brian Brown
Water Research Foundation
Connor Baker
Michael Kerek
Tim & Cathy Edwards
Christy Uchida
George Anthony 
Catherine Atwood
Margaret Hunt
Mile High Society Project
Sportsmens Paradise
Friends & Family of Jeff Eichengreen

Mary Young
Peggy Setter
Chris Fuller
Sara Carlson
South Park Chamber
Charles & Meridith Bleskan
Jerry Ledlow
Chuck & Maryann Todd
Evergreen Psychotherapy Center
Michael & Tammy Renniger
Pam Maier
Jefferson Conservation District
North Middle School
Pinnacol West
Ann Hansen
Brad Klafehn
Jim Winzenburg
Kent & Karen Wiley
David Kwolek
Leslie Eiler
Carrie Adair
Carol & Donald Davis
Amy Jacobi
Lynn & June Koester
Norm Stevens
Helen & Michael Dyer
Suzanne Chizmar
Arielle McCartney
Gail Smith
Cameron Sims
Pavel Tendetnik
Octavious Robinson
Tim Overholtzer
Patricia Johnson
Ronald Baker
Cindy Levy
Denny Gibson
RD Kowell
The Houghton Family
Lowe’s Home Improvement
Michael Bukowski
Jerry Panek
Melissa Howie
Mary Dawson
Jara Johnson

THANK YOU 2013 DONORS!
Your generosity is much appreciated
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CUSP seeks to protect the 
water quality and ecological 

health of the Upper South 
Platte Watershed, through 
the cooperative efforts of 
watershed stakeholders, 
with emphasis placed on 
community values and 

economic sustainability

Go Green!
Sign up to receive your 

Watershed Watch Newsletter 
electronically rather than in 

hard copy at:
http://eepurl.com/BtMy5 
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